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VILLAGER 'S RESENTMENT AGAINST REDS
MOUKTS 1N NORTH_ KOREA

The folloving 1s & recent report received from Pyongean Pukto regarding the
sitvetion in horth Korea.

The farmers, vho at the beginning cuoperated with the Rorth Koresu Reds
vhen the land-reform program was first introduced, are now becoming deeply re-
sentful as they gradually ccme to realize the true Communisi intentions behind
that program. While all other landowners were compelled to give up their lends,
the leaders of the Lsbor Party, Farmers' League, Youth Corps, etc., kent their
lands and remained rich. Ths so-cailed taxes-in-kind take away from the farm-
ers 27 percent of their rice crop and 25 percent of other grain crops. In ad-
dition, all sorts of new exes hava been introduced, and invaeriably the faimers
bear the isrgest sharc of #he brwrden. The per-capita labor contribution of 30
days a year for public construction vorks demanded by the etate iy compulscry.
Farmers sre conscripted to work on river dikes and irrigation works, as well as
in the factories, mines, etc.

In Pyongan Pukto, in one year, 89 million won were spent and 635,000 per-
sons were put to work on road comstruction. Many farmevrs greatly resent such
programs imposed by the Red government. Furthermore, the stealy rise in prices
of daily Lecessities, while the vulues of farm produce, particwiariy rice, re-
meins ststic, makes farm life increasingly difficult. Consequently, in viliages
vhere electricity ie available, the farmars clandestindy listen to the radic
broadcasts from South Korea and earnestly long for the freedom of the south.

The farmers in such localities &s Ch'ossn, Ch'angsong, and Pycktong sre
desperately poor. In these arsas it is not uncommor to find one head of cat-
tle and 1,000 won representing the entire wealth of a village. Consequently,
many farmers are deserting the villages, obnly to find themselves forced lito
the slave mines or compulsory labor groups.
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